
OER Discovery and Remixing: How to find and create the right blend of OER for your classroom

Adopting OER (open educational resources) is rarely a simple one-for-one switch. It starts with
a careful evaluation of existing OER in a number of repositories to find one resource (or a few)
that suits your needs. In most cases, adoption usually involves a certain amount of remixing and
adaptation. That could mean reordering chapters, embedding media, editing text and images to
be responsive to new cultural contexts, or creating a “Frankenbook”—books that are made up of
chapters from several open sources.

Now that the open education movement has become more popular and more faculty have
contributed high-quality OER to the open ecosystem, the barriers to entry are much lower. While
we as a community need to continue to create open textbooks from scratch, there are other
options available to faculty who may not have the resources to commit to large creation
projects. Imagine an instructor who is new to OER but wants to save their students money. That
instructor could create a book from scratch but they only found out they were teaching the
course a few weeks before the start date. The instructor could choose from a few different
sources, write a chapter they feel is missing, add a video and some interactive activities like
quizzes or flashcards, and package the material in a single place that is easily accessible for
their students. This is possible because of the hard work of the grassroots community of open
education advocates, and by adapting and adding even a little the instructor contributes to the
ecosystem.

In this session, Monica Brown (Rebus Community) will take you through the workflow of finding
and evaluating OER to adapt for your classroom, and share best practices for remixing content
modelled after the Textbook Success Program. Amy Song (Pressbooks) will demonstrate the
next phase of this process in the Pressbook Authoring & Editing Platform: cloning content,
importing from Word docs, reorganizing chapters, embedding new media and interactive
elements, and making any other updates in order to prepare the OER for your online or
face-to-face class.

The interactive activities will include:
● Participants will be guided through the start-to-finish process of searching for and

remixing OER, including how to properly attribute a collection of resources.
● Guided experimentation in Pressbooks looking at introductory actions in the software

including cloning and importation, reorganizing chapters, and embedding material.

By the end of the session, participants will have the basic knowledge to adapt a simple book
using multiple sources for their classroom.


